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Sanders to the command of a Turkish army corps in the
Sultan's capital, as will be seen later.
Occasionally, however, ambitious Russian ministers
seriously considered in secret the project for a sudden
descent with a landing force to seize in time of peace the
heights of the Bosphorus in the neighborhood of Constanti-
nople. One of these occasions was in the winter of 1896-97.
A word may be said of it, because it is the forerunner of
several similar projects later, and because it typifies the
confusion of authority and purposes which existed in the
higher spheres at St. Petersburg.
To M. Nelidov, the Russian Ambassador at Constanti-
nople, the frightful Armenian massacres caused a revulsion
of feeling in Europe against the Sultan and anarchic con-
ditions in his capital which seemed likely to afford Russia
a good opportunity to make a bold coup de main to seize
the heights of the Bosphorus above Constantinople. In the
latter part of 1896 Nelidov came up to St. Petersburg to
set forth his plan, Nicholas II at once approved it, even
though it threatened, as Witte pointed out, a general Euro-
pean War. Nevertheless it was seriously considered in a
special secret ministerial council and was favored by Van-
novskii and Tyrtov, Ministers of War and Marine, and by
Durnovo, President of the Council. Nelidov's plan was to
despatch suddenly 30,000 troops on warships and transports
from Odessa to the Upper Bosphorus and land them to
seize control of the Straits, before England or any of the
other Great Powers could prevent the filibustering expe-
dition, Europe would be faced with a jait accompli.
Nelidov was to return to his post at Constantinople; when
he judged that the situation in the Sultan's capital had
reached the proper critical point, the signal for the sudden
descent of the Russian landing force was to be given by a
harmless sounding telegram, "Long without news." But
when the plan was further studied by the military and naval